Statement by Ani Hovahannisyan, an 18 year-old girl from Armenia

Good afternoon,
My name is Ani, I am 18, I am from Armenia.

It is very important that children with disabilities are integrated and are able to deal with their problems and suggest solutions to the state and the public. To do so, children with disabilities need education from their early age.  It will also take a society that is aware of and accepting of differences. 

In every society there are stereotypes towards people with disabilities, which are difficult to eliminate. It is through children that we can change our societies and make them more inclusive. Children more readily accept others the way they are – no matter how different. 

It is important that children with disabilities study together with those without a disability - in studying side by side they learn to live together. 

Society must be informed that children with disabilities have the same human rights as all other children. It is mass media that plays a key role in raising awareness on their rights. 
As children with disabilities get a chance to participate and develop, they can contribute to their communities and societies – this not only benefits them, but all of society.

On behalf of children and young people with disabilities I would like to call upon all signatory states to be consistent in implementing the principles and articles of the Convention and to take all necessary measures to ensure that children with disabilities have equal rights and opportunities as their peers. 
